
 

 
   

 

 

Department of  

Evangelization & Catechesis 
 

 

“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

Save The Date for May 18 at 9:30 am – Year End PCL/CLADD Check-in with Bishop 

Joensen breaking open the new Directory for Catechesis and celebrating some milestone 

moments for some of our colleagues: 

 

As we close out this very odd year 

of faith formation, save the date of 

May 18, 2021 from 9:30 am to 

11:30 am.  We will be joined by 

Bishop William Joensen, Ph.D. to 

help break open the new Directory 

for Catechesis and how it is help 

shaping his pastoral vision for 

lifelong formation in faith.   

 

Along with Bishop Joensen’s time 

with us he will also help us celebrate important milestones and transitions with our colleagues, 

and we will have some time for prayer and fun.  The ZOOM link information is below.   

 

Topic: Parish Catechetical Leader/CLADD Check-In Session 

Time: May 18, 2021 09:30 AM Central Time (US and Canada) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83893951269?pwd=blZpczZGa3cwdE9ZY1hWcVRESmtkZz09  

 

Meeting ID: 838 9395 1269 

Passcode: ajF5pb 

 

Dial by your location 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

 

Meeting ID: 838 9395 1269 

Passcode: 116534 

 

Growing Disciples – Wednesday Wrap 

Glorifying God – Growing in Faith 

Living our Catholic Faith in the World  
May 5, 2021 Edition 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83893951269?pwd=blZpczZGa3cwdE9ZY1hWcVRESmtkZz09


Persons with Disability Ministry Update:  

 

May is National Mobility Awareness Month:  The Diocesan Special Needs Committee sent an 

accessibility survey to parish pastors and business managers in 2019 to identify priorities in your 

outreach to persons with disability (intellectual, physical and mental).  While tabulating the 

results, we found one area where parish leaders identified a need to significantly improve their 

welcome and access through Accessible Signage for parking and access in the buildings. 

 

So if the survey is accurate, maybe your buildings signs look like this?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Or maybe people that returning to your buildings, after a pandemic, have this experience?  View 

Creating a Culture of Inclusion video of 4 minutes starting at timestamp 17:12  

 

Reputable companies that provide ADA approved signage are listed below.  They can help your 

church building meet ADA, state, local, and fire department requirements that will also benefit 

your parishioners and visitors.  These companies can work with you by physically coming to 

your location or looking at a physical plant map layout to design a strategy to improve your 

signage. 

 American Marking Inc. (Des Moines) 

 CR Signs (Cedar Rapids) 

 

May is Mental Health Awareness Month:  Read Nina’s Story a young 

mother’s account of her struggles during the pandemic with mental 

illness for her two foster children and herself.  Her story was just 

updated that one child is home again and the other is ICF-ID 

placement that is a good fit for him.  But it certainly has been a long 

year for individuals and families diagnosed with a mental 

illness.  What does your parish community do to support people with 

mental illness inside your church walls and outside them?  Do we 

help to reduce the stigma for mental illness in our communities? 

 

Here are some ways to raise awareness about May being Mental Health Awareness 

month:                                             

 Share information from or a link to a Newsletter and May events including FREE 

webinars (live and recorded) from Mindspring Mental Health Alliance (formerly NAMI 

of Greater Des Moines) 

 Include people with mental illness in our Prayers and Petitions at Sunday Mass. 

 Utilize resources from NAMI FaithNet which is an interfaith resource network of NAMI 

members, friends, clergy and congregations of all faith traditions who wish to encourage 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IkVjmn50zBw
https://americanmarkinginc.com/ada-signage-company/
https://crsignsinc.com/our-services/ada-and-interior-signs.html
https://namiiowa.org/ninas-story/
https://mindspringhealth.org/en/news__events/newsletters/
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/mindspring-formerly-nami-greater-des-moines-19159213217
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/mindspring-formerly-nami-greater-des-moines-19159213217
https://mindspringhealth.org/
https://www.dmdiocese.org/filesimages/Disability%20Ministry/Files/Prayers/Prayers%20of%20the%20Faithful%20-1%20of%204.pdf
https://www.nami.org/Get-Involved/NAMI-FaithNet


faith communities who are welcoming and supportive of persons and families living with 

mental illness. 

 

If you have questions or need additional resources about Persons with Disability Ministry, please 

don't hesitate to be in contact with Patty Origer. 

 

Evangelizing Parent Formation Video and Attachment from Tom Quinlan of the Saint 

Joseph Educational Center: 

 

I'm very excited to share a video link with you from a 

parent session I led at St. Boniface in mid-April.  Let 

me tell you why: 

 

1.)  Narrow focus:  If you have families still in need of 

completing some parent faith formation prior to First 

Communion, this relatively short session (roughly 40 

minutes) could be a good way to provide something of 

quality and substance to them.  (This might include 

families for whom you've needed to push First 

Communion into the summer or 

beyond.)  Additionally, this video is something you could share widely with all your First 

Communion families as something presented as a "value-added" experience for parents. 

 

2.)  Broader focus:  I would like for each of you to view the session when you can.  (Sooner is 

better because I know how it goes when something gets pushed out.  It might never end up 

happening.  I am speaking from my own experience.  ☺)  The reason I would like you to 

experience this session is that it provides an example (and modeling) of what I believe we need 

to be doing with our parents today...what I call "evangelizing catechesis".  This approach to faith 

formation has a look and feel that is different from more standard adult faith formation.  You'll 

see how I engage with the parents...and on faith themes much broader than a strict focus on their 

child's First Communion...much more personal to their own relationship with God.  ("You can't 

give your kids what you don't have.") 

 

My hope is that we can find ways to explore this topic of "evangelizing catechesis" in the 

coming months together, for parents, catechists and beyond.  A great way to begin the 

exploration is for you to take some time to experience the session yourself.  I'd love to get your 

reaction and thoughts. Here is a link to Tom’s e-mail.)  And perhaps you can consider if and how 

you might wish to provide this session to your First Communion parents (and perhaps others). 

 

So, here is the link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fgKNxc-r69c   And the handout I shared 

with the St. Boniface folks (and reference in the session) is attached in a generic form easy for 

you to use in your parish. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:poriger@dmdiocese.org
mailto:tquinlan@sjeciowa.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fgKNxc-r69c


OSV Institute for Catholic Innovation Articles, Talks, and Conversations: 

 

The OSV Institute for Catholic Innovation is 

aligned with the mission of OSV.  They seek 

to serve the Church by inspiring and 

encouraging innovative and effective 

Church-related programs and activities.  I am 

attaching a few recent articles for you to 

review.  Through their website you can also 

experience OSV Talks which is a series of 

conversations on a variety of topics from 

prominent Catholic leaders.  It is designed to 

spark discussion, explore new, or re-explore old approaches, and inspire creative thinking, all 

from the heart of the Church.  You can register to be among the first when new content is added.  

All of this is free.  Most of the talks are between 15 to 18 minutes.  There are also conversations 

which are a bit longer but less than one hour.   

 

Some recent guests include: 

 Nathan Chappell (AI and the Future of Generosity) 

 Sarah Yaklic (Healing Culture by Communicating Presence) 

 Doug Tooke (The Perfection of Imperfection) 

 Deacon Charlie Echeverry (Liturgical Orphans) 

 Sr. Josephine Garrett (Daily Bread Discernment) 

 Anthony D’Ambrosio (Babel to Pentecost) 

 

I hope you find this content inspiring and helps push us even more to dream about “what if.”   

 

NCCL is now In Word & Witness – Discern Membership: 

 

Become a member:  You are welcome 

at In Word & Witness!  As an inclusive 

community of faith, we welcome all 

those who identify with our mission to 

transform the world by reflecting 

Christ.  In Word & Witness stands on 

the shoulders of NCCL and the work is 

guided by eight core values which are 

foundational to projects, resources, and 

initiatives.  Join the community of change-makers and be formed by new and creative ideas that 

will expand your ministry. 

 

Discern Membership:  In becoming a member, you join nearly 4,000 other ministers across the 

country who share your dedication to evangelization and catechesis. Members have the 

opportunity to shape the ministerial landscape through their ideas, initiatives, dialogue, and 

contribution of resources. 

 

https://www.osvinstitute.com/
https://inwordandwitness.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=33eff21812d940eda53af3b30&id=e5d23bc933&e=fcaffd3ede


Consider membership options:  Having identified with the In Word & Witness mission, decide if 

paid or free membership is best for you.  Both membership types commit to engaging in the 

mission and contributing to the work of the organization.  

 

Free members will enjoy:  

 Access to all organizational news and business. 

 Access to 10 items of their choosing in the resource library.  

 Access to 3 network groups: Leave Your Mark, Member Perks, and Upcoming 

Events.  

 The ability to participate in all member events, such as Partnered in Mission.  

 Access to all public events, processing sessions, and networking opportunities. 

 

Paid members will enjoy:  

 Access to all organizational news and business.  

 Unlimited access to the resource library and the ability to author and contribute 

content. 

 Access to all 11 network groups.  

 The ability to hold leadership roles within the organization.  

 The ability to submit a project proposal for partnered initiatives.  

 Access to special events, processing sessions, and networking opportunities 

exclusive for paid members. 

 

Join the In Word & Witness Community:  Become part of the In Word & Witness community of 

change-makers. Join the mission to transform the world by reflecting Christ!  Immediately begin 

engaging in the work of the organization through our resource library, network groups, project 

proposals, and gathered events - such as Partnered in Mission.   

 

Link to Become a Member 

 

In Word & Witness Virtual Event – Partnered in Mission – May 23-26: 

 

Partnered in Mission re-imagines what was NCCL’s annual 

membership meeting.  This inaugural summit of members will 

focus on deepening their communal understanding of the new 

mission, vision, and values of In Word and Witness.  All 

members of our community are encouraged to partake in this 

gathering held May 23-26, 2021.  

 

Partnered in Mission features general sessions for discussing 

organizational business, dynamic keynotes from a variety of 

ministry leaders, engaging facilitated sessions centered around 

our core values, workshops, opportunities for prayer and 

discernment, an exhibit hall, and an immersive social justice experience.   

 

Explore the Schedule 

 

https://inwordandwitness.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=33eff21812d940eda53af3b30&id=e6e520c75a&e=fcaffd3ede
https://inwordandwitness.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=33eff21812d940eda53af3b30&id=4336111945&e=fcaffd3ede
https://inwordandwitness.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=33eff21812d940eda53af3b30&id=97762bb978&e=fcaffd3ede
https://inwordandwitness.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=33eff21812d940eda53af3b30&id=b39369d335&e=fcaffd3ede
https://inwordandwitness.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=33eff21812d940eda53af3b30&id=b39369d335&e=fcaffd3ede
https://inwordandwitness.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=33eff21812d940eda53af3b30&id=f519cbc4ba&e=fcaffd3ede
https://inwordandwitness.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=33eff21812d940eda53af3b30&id=3274686624&e=fcaffd3ede
https://inwordandwitness.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=33eff21812d940eda53af3b30&id=3274686624&e=fcaffd3ede
https://inwordandwitness.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=33eff21812d940eda53af3b30&id=cf02a1a933&e=fcaffd3ede
https://inwordandwitness.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=33eff21812d940eda53af3b30&id=c440be0879&e=fcaffd3ede
https://inwordandwitness.org/product/in-word-witness-membership/?mc_cid=f6864257b2&mc_eid=fcaffd3ede
https://inwordandwitness.org/events/partnered-in-mission/


Event Prayer Leader is Becky Eldredge.  There are a variety of speakers including: 

 Doug Leal 

 Phyllis Zagano, Ph.D. 

 Claire Henning, D.Min. 

 Timone Davis, Ph.D. 

 Social Justice Experience by Eat the Scroll Ministry 

 Msgr. Ray East 

 Jenny Hoffmann 

 Sr. Kathleen Lunsmann 

 Paint n’ sip with Brother Mickey McGrath 

 

Link to Register 

 

May Important Dates: 

 May 7 – Saint Rose Venerini 

 May 9 – Mother’s Day (Mother’s Day Prayer) 

 May 10 – Saint Damien de Veuster of Moloka’i 

 May 13 – Our Lady of Fatima (A Prayer to Our Lady of Fatima) 

 May 15 – Armed Forces Day 

 May 16 – Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord 

 May 20 – Saint Bernardine of Siena 

 May 23 – Pentecost (Pentecost Sequence) 

 May 24 – Saint Mary Magdalene de’ Pazzi 

 May 25 – Saint Bede the Venerable 

 May 26 – Saint Philip Neri 

 May 27 – Saint Augustine of Canterbury 

 May 29 – Saint Madeleine Sophie Barat 

 May 30 – Saint Joan of Arc 

 May 31 – Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

Mother of Life) 

 May 31 – Memorial Day (Memorial Day Prayer) 

 

 

  

https://www.eatthescrollministry.com/?mc_cid=074883eff7&mc_eid=d446518abd
https://inwordandwitness.org/events/partnered-in-mission/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-rose-venerini
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/mothers-day-prayer/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-damien-de-veuster-of-molokai
https://catholiccurrent.org/saints/our-lady-of-fatima-2/
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/a-mothers-love-a-prayer-to-our-lady-of-fatima/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-bernardine-of-siena
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/pentecost-sequence-veni-sancte-spiritus/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-mary-magdalene-de-pazzi
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-bede-the-venerable
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-philip-neri
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-augustine-of-canterbury
https://catholiccurrent.org/saints/saint-madeleine-sophie-barat/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-joan-of-arc
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/visitation-of-the-blessed-virgin-mary
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/litany-of-the-blessed-virgin-mary-mother-of-life/
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/litany-of-the-blessed-virgin-mary-mother-of-life/
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/memorial-day-prayer/

